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March Newsletter 2017 
 

NEW L.E.A.P.S. Academy 
27724 Cashford Circle Wesley Chapel, FL, 33544 
 www.newleaps.org  T: 813-973-7938 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 

In the Classroom News 

What a lovely way to end February! Love was so evident at New Leaps 
Academy, throughout February. All the students did valentines to one of our 
board members who has been ill. Oh! How it brightened his day! I am so proud that our students are giving back to the 
community every possible way. Cupid’s Café by Ms. Ashley’s class was so wonderful. All the staff members were 
served with love filled chocolates, fruits, nuts etc.  

The months ahead are very important as we are approaching our 2nd. Annual Golf Tournament, on APRIL 29TH, at 
THE BLACK DIAMOND RANCH, Lecanto, FL. I would encourage and solicit every parent to be actively involved in 
this. Please bear in mind that this fundraiser is for the benefit of our children to have a state of the art technology 
center, library, own playground and most of all exclusive school building. So, please share in the social media, by 
email, and personally. If you need tips or information regarding this, please contact me. March will be busy with St 
Patrick’s day activities, and the Spring break will rejuvenate everyone, and get us back to finish this year strong. 

The next important dates to remember is the assessment that all students will be taking for this year. The dates are set 
for April 4,5,6, 2017.  Please make sure that all students are present at school these days. The assessment will be pencil 
and paper. The students have been progressing well in all areas. I am optimistic that all our students will be making 
great strides and big leaps in all aspects of life – academics, independent skills, social skills and so on. 

I want to thank you for your commitment to New Leaps Academy, and I would also like that you get more involved in 
the forthcoming fundraiser and other activities that go on at school. Please volunteer your time, to come and read to 
our students and be involved remotely. 

I want you to know that my life is meaningful daily as I see your child, and share the joy of their achievements and 
help with their challenges.  

   If you have any questions or concerns, kindly contact me at 813-973-7938 or by email     pearlyn@newleaps.org 

 

Always, 

Pearlyn Rajamanickam 

 

 

MESSAGES FROM OUR SCHOOL  

 
Upcoming Events 

End of 3rd Quarter  
March 16 

 
St. Patrick’s Day / Teacher 

Planning Day   
March 17  

 
Spring Break  
March 20 – 24  

 
Students return to school 

March 27  
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Ms. Heather’s classroom news: 

With spring coming, Ms. Heather’s students have been busy bees. In writing class, students are 
utilizing multiple methods to help them practice their penmanship. They are using markers, crayons, 
and pencils on paper and also dry erase markers on white boards to write. We even did a sensory 
activity with shaving cream in which students were encouraged to write out their name in the shaving 
cream using their pointer finger.  

In math class, our core classroom goal is accomplishing number sense. Our class is covering 
mathematical concepts such as number recognition, counting, sorting, identifying sets, basic addition, and 
more. Students continue to work toward achieving personal goals. Many accomplishments have been made 
in recent weeks. It is wonderful to bear witness to such growth. 

In reading class, we have been striving to break down words into smaller sounds and improve 
phonemic awareness. Our class also reviews basics, such as letter recognition and letter sounds. For group 
reading, Ms. Heather reads at least one fun book every day to encourage a healthy interest in literature. All of 
these elements combined are progressing students toward reading readiness. 

Over the past few weeks, one personal goal has been to incorporate more opportunities for students to 
engage in physical activities throughout the school day. This has been an exciting experience. Our class 
enjoyed playing Simon Says. This game not only allowed students to get out energy, but also it strengthens 
listening skills and encourages students to follow directions. Additionally, our class played an inside 
catching game, which requires sharing and turn-taking. 

For those reading, thank you for your continued support of New L.E.A.P.S Academy. 

            

Ms. Ashley’s Classroom news:  

This month we will be embracing spring and the newness and life it brings. Our class will be focusing on life 

cycles such as that of the flower, frog and butterfly. We will plant seeds and watch butterflies grow. We may 

begin growing butterflies at the very end of March, but we are very much looking forward to this!!  

Saint Patrick's Day is also around the corner, so with the luck of the Irish we are hopeful to all see our promises 

fulfilled at the end of the rainbow!! 
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Mr. John’s classroom news: 

My third grading period has started with the addition of two new students to the class.  They have made a 
difficult transition to the senior classroom. In addition, they bring many new opinions and additional 
information to our classroom discussions. I look forward to their participation in my class. 

Our science class has completed the experiment on making butter.  It was exciting to watch and even better to 
enjoy when we used the butter they had made themselves. These types of hands on experiments provide a 
learning environment that can't be matched. The write ups from the experiment provided me the information 
that matched my learning expectations for my students. 

As the social studies class begins to discuss and examine our new president, they are becoming more aware of 
the politics' and political influence.  They see the world through his eyes and form opinions they must defend.  
As you can tell, there are no wrong answers, only defendable approaches and views of the facts. 

Social skills as a definition state are what we use to communicate and interact with each other, both verbally 
and non-verbally, through gestures, body language and our personal appearance. We as human beings are 
sociable creatures and we have developed many ways to communicate our messages, thoughts and feelings 
with others.  Communications is the key to learning to survive.  The class is able to see how different 
interpersonal relationships affect where they live and act.  These relationships never stop and make us who we 
are today.  Growth takes place through discussions and interactions in the class.  It is extremely satisfying to 
watch as the realization takes place that they must change to grow. 

The knowledge they accept and are willing to use will demonstrate that confidence is not something that can                     
be learned like a set of rules but is a state of mind. Positive thinking, practice, training, knowledge and talking 
to other people are all useful ways to help improve or boost your confidence levels which improves you.  This 
class continues to be about making a better you and feeling good about yourself. 

Please keep in mind the help we will need to make our annual golf tournament successful and meaningful.            
Step up and volunteer - we need your help!!!! 
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News from Mr. Frank’s class: 

In Mr. Franks class we have been using “Singapore Math “in class. It was mentioned on NPR this week and 
they mentioned how effective it is.” Primary Mathematics (Singapore math) has taken the world by storm, 
and with good reason. This program teaches children to think mathematically rather than just having them 
memorize the mechanics of problem solving. Primary Mathematics lays a solid foundation for conceptual 
understanding using a three-step process, taking children from concrete, to pictorial, then abstract approaches 
to learning. Concepts are addressed from a number of directions that challenge students to think and 
understand.”  In plain language it is not just rote practice but its Math in context with lots of word problems 
and pictures. It breaks down the theory into simple ideas that the students can understand so that they 
actually become math literate not just memorizing and then forgetting how to solve problems.   

  In science we made slime and tied it into the scientific process. The process is fairly simple although the 
science is not, we put school glue into a borax solution (borax is non-toxic and is the main ingredient in 
laundry detergent) and the glue changes from a liquid into a semi solid. I questioned the students as to what 
they thought would happen when we put the glue into the borax and most of them were expecting some kind 
of more violent chemical reaction. This led to a good discussion of the scientific process.  

  In social studies we have been studying the western frontier and tying this in with our reading. We have 
read about Daniel Boone and the other frontiersman as well as the Indians. We have also been working on 
Map skills which ties well into the travels of Daniel Bone as well as the Lewis and Clark expedition. The 
whole class is studying map skills while differentiating the levels. Some are on basic map skills and the use 
of the compass while others are working on Longitude and Latitude.  

  Pasco of course has not had any holidays in February but we have made the best of it with special work for 
Valentine’s day and for Presidents day. We have had Valentines math and valentine science and valentine 
reading and of course Presidents Day is a great day to delve into history and to start a report on Abraham 
Lincoln.   
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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dear Parents, 
 
WOW-Winter is almost over and the warmer weather is slowly creeping back in. Not sure about everyone 
else, but coming from Boston 12 years ago, I don’t miss the cold at all, but I surely don’t like the heat 
coming back too soon either. The good news is we are more than ½ way to summer break and I’m sure most 
of our staff is looking forward to some relaxation. These folks work very hard day in and day out. The work 
they do with the students is amazing. We do see the results and the achievements being made.  
 
If you haven’t signed up for summer yet, please do, our ads are going in the Neighborhood News next week 
and once out in public we will get a lot of response. You have first choice, but once we are full you will lose 
your spot. We need a deposit and a signed enrollment sheet. If you need one, please call the office and it will 
be emailed to you. 813-973-7938 
 
Our 2nd Annual Golf Tournament is underway and we are more than thrilled with the response so far, but we 
still need your help to make it more successful than last year. There are many wonderful people that support 
and work very hard to keep New Leaps Academy going and growing, so join in and help out so your child 
will be able to enjoy a new school someday. Your involvement in our growth and fundraising is very 
important to our school and our community. 
 
Our 2nd location is still in the works, Hillsborough County is a little different from Pasco so we are having to 
provide more information and inspections than we did in Pasco, but we will get there and as soon as we do, 
you will be the first to know. 
 
Please remember that you can pay for your after care, your summer school program and uniforms as well as 
donations right on our website using your credit card or Paypal accounts.  
 
If there is something you wish to post on our website just let me know and I will arrange it. You may email 
me directly deb.newleaps@gmail.com.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Deb Natale 
President/Co-founder 
New Leaps Academy, Inc. 
Little Leaps Academy 
 
“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child's success is the positive involvement of 
parents.” 
Jane D. Hull 

mailto:deb.newleaps@gmail.com

